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In 1977, a Jewish couple from Lakewood, 
NJ, learned that the children that they were 
expecting were conjoined twin girls sharing a 
single heart. It would be impossible for both 
babies to survive. Surgeons at the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia recommended sep-
arating the twins to allow the stronger one to 
live.

The couple decided to seek rabbinic coun-
sel before deciding to allow one baby to die. 
What would the right decision be? Was it eth-
ical to allow the weaker baby to die in order to 
save the stronger one? The Rabbis deliberat-
ed for days before deciding.

Students from yeshivos in New York, New 
Jersey, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and 
Tennessee, composing eight teams, struggled 
with the same question at Touro’s Lander 
College for Men’s Model Beis Din. The boys 
had spent several weeks reading sources, 
weighing the moral and ethical consider-
ations and reviewing halachic opinions. The 
night before, they stayed up late into the night 
fi nalizing their teams’ positions. They got up 
early to fi nalize their opening statements. By 
morning, they were ready to debate.

Now in its fi fth year, the Model Beis Din 
is a unique opportunity for students to learn 
how to use Torah sources to inform complex 
decisions.

“The dilemma posed  in this case was a 
morally complex one, and the students suc-
ceeded in mastering di�  cult Jewish sourc-
es which brilliantly addressed it. This is just 
the kind of nuanced reasoning we cultivate 
in the students at Touro’s Lander College for 
Men (LCM). There is no area of life that the 
halachah does not address, and our Model 
Beis Din competition brought that principle 
to life,” said Dr. Moshe Sokol, dean and pro-
fessor at LCM.

The competing teams took turns arguing 
their case before the judges — rabbinic fac-
ulty from LCM. Students nervously shu�  ed 
stacks of papers as they strove to prove their 
points. Over time, the nerves settled and the 
students became strong and confi dent speak-
ers. They rebutted each other’s arguments 
and parried questions from the judges, hon-
ing their analytical skills and learning from 
one another. 

“We are all competing with each other, but 
the inter-team discussions are very comple-
mentary. It’s fun,” said habachur Yitzy Tanner 
of Mesivta of Philadelphia.

“The students have gained a tremendous 
amount through the experience. This brings 
them closer to Torah, to halachah, to Juda-
ism and most imp ortant, to G-d,” said Rabbi 
Chaim Jachter of Torah Academy of Bergen 
County.

At the end of the day, the entire group gath-
ered to celebrate the winning team. Mesivta 
of Philadelphia’s A Team took fi rst place (the 
Mesivta brought two teams, thanks to the 
program’s popularity).

Yeshiva Ohr Yisroel of Boston took second 
place, and Cooper Yeshiva High School of 
Memphis came in third. 

“It is an inspiration to see your accom-
plishments and to watch you grow to the best 
of your abilities as [bnei] Torah,” said Rabbi 
Yonason Sacks, esteemed Rosh Yeshivah of 
the Beis Medrash L’Talmud and one of the 
judges. 

““The Model Beis Din was an exciting and 
creative way of demonstrating the dynam-
ic nature of Halacha — how the Torah can 
inform and confront moral and legal challeng-
es in the most sophisticated way.  I was quite 
impressed with the caliber of the students’ 
presentations. They were creative, articulate 
and refl ected a thorough knowledge of many 
mekoros. I am confi dent that they found this 
forum to be a most enriching experience.”

As for the answer, Hagaon Harav Moshe 
Feinstein, zt”l, paskened that the operation 
could proceed.

Participants during the competition.

The winning team from Mesivta of Philadelphia .
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