
PSATS:  Explained 

How to get your score, what it means, and where to go from here 





What does it mean? 
THE SCORE 

 

 

 

In the past, you would get a number, like 62, and have to 

add a 0 to convert to PSAT.  Under the new scale, this is 

the concordance with the SAT. Now the PSAT and SAT 

are on the same scale, but the PSAT score range occupies 

a lower position on the scale,because the PSAT is slightly 

easier than the SAT. As a result, the top score on a PSAT 

section is 760 instead of the 800 on the SAT. The highest 

total score possible for the PSAT is 1520, while the highest 

total score for the SAT is 1600.  The score you see on your 

PSAT is the score you’d likely receive if you were to take 

the SAT right now with no further prep. 



What does it mean? 
The percentages 



The altered percentiles-
-pay attention! 

● The “Nationally Representative Sample Percentile” 

might seem like a way for you to compare your 

performances on the SAT and ACT or your 

performance against that of past students, but be 

careful!  

● With the new test, the College Board has changed 

the way it reports percentiles; a 92nd percentile on 

the new PSAT does not equal a 92nd percentile on 

the old PSAT.  

○ These new percentiles are a bit inflated 

because they include students who would 

normally not take the PSAT. To get a sense 

of how you’ve done in comparison to other 

college-bound students, you should visit your 

ONLINE REPORT and look at your “User 

Percentile – National.”  THIS WILL GIVE 

YOU A CLEARER PICTURE ABOUT HOW 

YOU DID AGAINST THE ACTUAL TEST 

TAKERS. 



The “stoplight” bars 



College Readiness Bars-
-don’t give them too 
much attention 

● The Career and College Readiness bars are a color 

coded system for highlighting areas of strength and 

weakness. 

 

 

○ Green means you’re golden 

○ Yellow is an area of concern 

○ Red is an area that needs remediation 

 

HOWEVER, the way this information was determined is 

dubious at best.  If your placement on these bars motivates 

you to study and do well in school, awesome!  If it just looks 

like a bunch of stressful numbers, ignore!   



It’s a RANGE 
…not an exact science 

620 on PSAT math is a good indication of how you 

would have done on the SAT.  Howvever, because of 

natural variations, you should really add a +/- 30 

points to that score. And your total score? That’s 

really a range of +/- 40 points.  

Why does this matter? It matters because college 

admission officers know that small score differences 

should not be used to differentiate applicants. 



National Merit 

 

 



Interpreting 
Eligibility 

● Each state has a different cut-off for students to 

receive Semifinalist status. That cut-off is based on 

your NMSC Selection Index – the number you see in the 

middle. 

 

● Your Selection Index = 2 x (Reading Test Score + 

Writing and Language Test Score + Math Test Score) 

 

● Note that those are TEST SCORES, not section scores.  

 

● Each Test Score is out of 38. 

● The highest SI is 228 because 2 x (38+38+38) = 228.  

● As you may have noticed, verbal skills are weighted 

more heavily than math skills by the NMSC. 

● The number of students who receive Semifinalist 

status (about 16,000 students) has remained 

consistent.  

 



Next Steps 



Next Steps 
Interpreted 

Your report next wants to tell you about what skills 

you need to improve, but in truth, this guidance is so 

general that it may not be much help. While the 

College Board wants to give you feedback on your 

performance, it also wants to make sure you to take 

the SAT instead of the ACT. All of this extra 

information is designed, in part, to help convince you 

that you can improve your scores if you stick with the 

SAT. 



Question Level 
Support 



How to use your 
booklet and these 
answers 

● Each section has a column for question #, the correct 

answer, your answer (a check means you got it 

correct, a red letter is the wrong answer you selected), 

the question difficulty, and the sub- or cross-test 

scores to which the question may relate. 

● One of the best things you can do with your report is 

review the answers you got wrong. That may feel like a 

drag but will help you to start to see how the test is 

designed to mislead you. 

● A quick strategy for review is to block out the column 

with correct answers and focus on the column with 

your answer. For those questions marked with your 

incorrect answer, go back to the problem and work 

through it again, but this time, eliminate the answer 

you chose from the get-go. Check your revised 

answer against the key. Ask yourself (or better yet, 

pair up with a friend) to explain why the correct 

answer is correct and, just as importantly, explain why 

the answer you picked is incorrect. What about the 

wrong answer made it seem appealing? What about 

the wrong answer made it wrong? 

 



PSAT vs. ACT 
Now that you have done a practice SAT, TAKE A 

PRACTICE ACT!  You may find you are more proficient 

in one test over another!   

Once you have that score, we can use the concordance 

table (SAT vs. ACT) to determine which test better suits 

your strengths!  SEE ME WITH THESE RESULTS 



King Khan ● Khan Academy has teamed up with College 

Board to provide individualized attention.  If 

you are a self-starter and motivated, this can 

improve your score!  Access Khan from your 

online account. 

 

○ College Board is even offering an incentive 

“award” for ten hour of practice spent on Khan.  

It’s the “gold award,” and College board 

encourages you to add it to your resume (insert 

eyeroll emoji), but it can be a carrot for 

improvement 



SEE ME! 
Feel free to email me, or stop by my office and 

chat if you have concerns.  These scores, while 

not the only factor, are indeed factor number 3 

when considered by elite colleges.  Having a 

strong showing is essential. 

Ms. Occhiogrosso:  mocchio@thmesivta.org 


